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Greg Davies is The Taskmaster  

 

What can you tell us about the casting in this series, Greg? 

It never ceases to amaze me. You expect the dynamic to be tried and tested by 
now, but no two groups are ever remotely the same. The way five people spark 
off each other and respond to tasks is always unique. It’s fascinating. Really, 
it’s like a science experiment. It’s sort of taken over from Big Brother, I think, 
before Big Brother got silly. I find the great joy of this show is the revealing of a 
side of people that they normally keep locked away. 

There’s a loose grouping system where you can put a label on “the clever one” 
or whatever, but it’s never in the same way. For example David Baddiel was 
“the clever one” last time, and Victoria is this time, but they’re very different 
characters. Being clever is just one side of their personality. We as the public, 
and I include myself in this, like to reduce people as much as we can, especially 
with comedians or funny people, where we like to be able to sum them up in a 
sentence. This throws that all out of the window. 

 

Talk me through them, then, starting with Victoria. 

I knew Victoria a little bit, so it was nice to see a side of her that I hadn’t seen 
before. Victoria is a fiercely intelligent woman, and known for it – so when she’s 
less than logical, or baffled by her own logic, or furious that she’s been asked 
to do something nonsensical, it’s comforting to get another angle on that. The 
joy of comedy is you’ve got to select which parts of yourself you present to the 
public. But if you take Victoria as an example, she’s such a unique, warm, 
fascinating person, and you get to see a little bit more of that than you normally 
would. There are moments where she’s so disarmingly honest, you just think, 
“Aww, that’s so sweet.” 

I don’t know how Victoria feels about being labelled as the clever one, mind you. 
She’s an international poker player, which shows that there’s more to her than 
some nerd who pushes her glasses up on her nose and reels off facts, and she 
certainly proves that in this series. The great thing about her is she’s happy to 
make absolutely bonkers statements, and then argue the case for it. 

 

She was very argumentative with you, wasn’t she?  

Very Head Girl. She has a natural authority to her. On many occasions, she 
walked into a room and saw the task, and if you didn’t know the show, and if 
you weren’t fully concentrating, you’d think that Victoria was running it, which I 



found hilarious. But at some point, she had to accept that not only was she not 
in charge, she’d also done some things very badly. 

 

What about Desiree? 

She’s naturally funny. The running joke we had with her was that every time she 
opened a task, she seemed surprised that it was a stupid thing to be asked to 
do. I’m not sure she ever accepted which show she was on. But she was so 
naturally funny, so warm, and had no hesitation about making herself look 
ridiculous. She’s got funny bones, and she really shines in the show. Her laugh 
is preposterously infectious. And her swears are so inventive! The weird thing 
is, some of them are designed to avoid swearing, and then sometimes she just 
comes right out with it. It’s a weird combination of someone who’s openly foul-
mouthed, and someone who’s riddled with Catholic guilt. There’s no 
consistency of system there. But very few people use the f-word the way 
Desiree does. On more than one occasion, she read the task and went, “Oh, 
f*ck you!”. She’s one of those people I admire because when she says she’s 
going to do something, she does it, rather than fannying around. 

 

What did you make of Guz? 

You might have seen his sitcom, Man Like Mobeen, which is very funny. I was 
aware of him because I’d been on Would I Lie to You with him, and we’re both 
ex-teachers, so there’s a connection there. But he’s another one who is just 
funny to the core. He’s a compelling bulls**tter. He really could sell you 
anything, as I said on numerous occasions during the show. He fixes you with 
that piercing stare and tries to convince you of something that’s absolutely 
preposterous. He knows he’s not going to get any points, but he does a damn 
good job of trying to talk you into it. He’s just someone who’s born to do this. I 
loved watching him. I was as amazed that Guz was ever a teacher as I am that 
I was [a teacher]. He has the memory of a goldfish. But here’s the joy of it: he 
doesn’t care. Couldn’t care less – but often, the people who do well at 
Taskmaster are the people who have no intention of winning. They have no 
intention of lifting the trophy at the end, they’re just here to have fun with it – 
and he certainly had fun, and did better than any of us expected.  

 

 

And Morgana? 

I guess she’s known primarily as being an impressionist – and she’s a very good 
one – but I think she only did one or two impressions throughout the whole 
series. I don’t think she reached into her bag of tricks more than once, because 
she didn’t need to. She’s really funny – and loud! Every time she greeted her 
teammates, I wanted a pair of ear-muffs. I loved that energy. She seemed to be 
constantly ramming ice or frozen peas down her clothing. She’s someone who 



threw herself into everything. That’s what you want with Taskmaster, someone 
who goes, “I don’t care what I look like.” There’s a task where she sat on a cake 
and I wouldn’t be surprised if that video becomes viral for the wrong reasons. I 
don’t think we needed to see her sitting on a cake that long, to be honest.  

 

Like Victoria, she was quite argumentative with your scoring system. 

Yes, but only in a playful way. Contestants soon learn that my judgements are 
two things: they are inconsistent, and I stand by them. As a despot, that’s what 
you’ve got to do, even if you perhaps make the wrong decisions – and God 
knows in this series, I made, off the top of my head, three decisions that I stood 
by at the time, and afterwards I went, “That was a terrible, terrible decision.” The 
contestants are dealing with a slightly unpredictable despot, and they need to 
factor that in. So if it doesn’t work, it’s their fault, not mine. 

 

And lastly, Alan? 

Well, he’s a funny one, Alan. Unlike a lot of comedians, he’s not a natural show-
off. He’s not someone who tries to pull focus, but he’s quietly hilarious. And, of 
course, as I do to all middle-aged people – which is ironic, given my age – I 
always tar them with the middle-aged brush, and say that they can’t be bothered 
to do things. But the truth is, Alan’s responses were often quietly very clever 
and thoughtful. He was a comforting presence. I got the impression he was 
having a whale of a time. He was giggling away like Muttley throughout the 
whole show. He often did terribly, but sometimes he did well and surprised me. 
He really entered into the spirit of it. With the prize tasks, a lot of comics grab 
the first thing they see as they’re leaving the house, but Alan really made an 
effort on two or three things, which I found adorable. I love that a middle-aged 
man is at home, making things to offer as a surprise task on this ridiculous show. 

 

In the grand scheme of things, where does this series sit? Is it the funniest 
or the weirdest, the most argumentative? 

I think it’s unique, as they always are. When you put five people into this 
preposterous format that that hairy little weasel Alex dreamt up, the 
combinations are endless. The different ways that they respond to things are 
endless, and that’s the reason it’s still going, and the reason it still feels fresh, 
and the reason it’s still finding a new audience. Since we moved to Channel 4, 
the audience has doubled. All of a sudden, there are people discovering 12 
series of this madness. I wouldn’t put these five as the ”‘most” anything. I think 
they’re unique and funny, and people will love them. 

 

You mentioned earlier that you occasionally make decisions you regret. 
Are there any tasks from previous series that you get a lot of stick from 
fans about?  



Yes, I get a lot of stick! I do! I particularly get a lot of stick online, but I don’t care. 
I genuinely try to score things fairly, but some of the things that I have to judge 
are subjective. There are things that I might delight in that perhaps somebody 
else wouldn’t. It’s not a science, appealing to my judging system, but there you 
go. I can hand on heart say that I try to do the right thing every time, and I weigh 
things up. But then, in the spur of the moment, sometimes you reflect on a 
decision you’ve made, just as you do in life, and you think, “I got that drastically 
wrong.” People get absolutely infuriated by that, and all power to them. We live 
in a country where there is free speech, and I welcome it. I’ll ignore it, but I 
welcome it.  

 

Is there a specific task that still comes up as being controversial?  

I saw some fuss online from series two, when I disqualified Joe Wilkinson’s 
potato throw because his foot was touching the mat. I got sent a video by Alex 
recently saying, “This is still doing the rounds.” It was from a man who’d taken 
some time putting a video together that proved, in his opinion, that Joe’s foot 
was never on that mat, and that it was a travesty of justice. The fans are 
passionate, and they want it scored fairly. All I can say to them is I genuinely do 
try and do it fairly, but I sometimes, occasionally, might get it wrong. 

 

Is there a chance that you would ever be a contestant on Taskmaster, 
perhaps for charity? 

I’d have to know who the Taskmaster was going to be first.  

 

Alex suggested Guz might make a good Taskmaster.  

Yes, I can see that. He’s got the right amount of substance-free authority.  

 

Romesh Ranganathan could do a good job as well … 

Yes, but let’s not use this interview to suggest replacements for me! Someone 
will sit on that throne over my dead body. I’d be a great contestant, so part of 
the reason why I’m able to channel my rage so effectively in that room is 
because I’m secretly thinking, “I could have done that much better.” The only 
things I struggle with are the logic tasks, where Alex gets his nerd on and starts 
putting codes for people to work out. I’d be rubbish at those. But all the others, 
I genuinely think I would be incredible at. The joy is, I will never do it so I can’t 
be put to the test, which I’m sure will annoy people reading this. I’m happy to 
put it on the record though: I would be superb. I hope it doesn’t come across as 
arrogant, but I would have been a contender to win all 12 series. 

 

What would Alex be like as a contestant? 



I was about to say he’d be good at the nerdy, quiz-type, unravel-the-mystery 
tasks, and rubbish at the physical ones. But in this series he plays football, and 
I was blown away that he’s more physical than I thought. He walks like an animal 
that’s learning to walk on its back legs, or a Victorian wind-up tin soldier. He’s a 
very awkward man. Then I saw him play football and thought, “Ah, there’s some 
hand-to-eye co-ordination happening that I never knew he had.” There’s some 
motor skills going on there! The thing is with Alex, he goes into everything in a 
full-throttled manner. If you watch tasks where Alex is required to eat something 
awful, take his clothes off, sit on something awful, he immediately does it – 
which is what makes him the perfect assistant, because he is subservient. 

 

Is your relationship any different this time around? 

We’ve such an unlikely friendship, Alex and I, but it’s crept along nicely. I’m 
more than happy for it to be made public that Alex and I have been camping 
together. I never thought him and I would spend a night under the stars, but we 
did. It was pre-lockdown, and it was even voluntary. The fact that I did is 
progress for our friendship. Beneath the insults, you can sense a new warmth. 
He’s a clever bugger, isn’t he? 

 

You’ve got another Champion of Champions coming up – are you excited 
for that? 

Yes, I am. Although one of the many things that I find, once I sit in the throne of 
power, is that I despise competitiveness in anyone. A lot of the people who will 
be joining us again have naked ambition and are genuinely competitive. It’s 
something that puts my neck out, so I’m going to be extremely annoyed during 
it, because there’s going to be a lot of people who really want to win that.  

 

Despite the fact they make themselves look totally foolish, celebrities still 
seem to be queuing up to do the show. 

I hope so! Yes, I think they are. I think it’s because we reassure them before 
they take part that, outside of the obvious premise of the show, we’re not out to 
ridicule anyone. I like to think of it as making themselves look stupid, but on 
their terms. I think of it as a gang show. It’s no surprise that new friendship 
groups are born out of this show, although I don’t get invited to them. They 
always form WhatsApp groups, but I’m never allowed to join them.  

 

Does anybody actively approach you and ask to be on the show? 

You can tell when people want to be on it, but I’m just one voice. It’s a big group 
of people who decide. I’d like Lorraine Kelly to be on it. She’s such a comforting 
presence. It’d be good to see a different side of her. I suspect there might be an 



edge to her, so she’d be hilarious. It’s a great show for mischievous folk. Joanna 
Lumley would be great fun, get a bit of celebrity royalty on there.  

 

Talking of royalty, Alex said he’d like Prince William on the show.  

It’s the modern monarchy, so why not? Obviously the door’s closed to Harry 
now as he’s not an official royal any more, but William or Charles would be more 
than welcome. Actually, there aren’t many situations in my life where I wouldn’t 
want Prince Charles involved. I honestly can’t think of any occasions where 
Prince Charles wouldn’t enhance my enjoyment. Not Harry though, he’s 
banned. We also need a Dame. Shirley Bassey would be a sensation! I think 
these names are realistic. They’d say “yes”. They need a career boost, don’t 
they? 

 

Can you win more BAFTAs?  

I don’t know. It’s always nice to get a little bauble for the team. The team behind 
the show are so phenomenal. The two Andys – Cartwright and Devonshire – 
are such clever buggers, and it’s all thanks to them beavering away as well as 
Alex obviously coming up with this wonderful format. It sounds like such a cliché 
but everybody involved in this show is nice, apart from me. It’s just delightful. 
They go the extra yard, honestly they do, and I think that’s part of the success. 
It’s nice for everybody to get baubles, but we’re all having a lot of fun regardless. 
I think we’re just getting into our stride. 

 

Alex Horne, creator, executive producer and co-presenter 
 

Let’s talk about the cast for Series 12, first of all. How do you decide on a 
group?   

We try to make sure the cast has a different feel each time, but this is a fantastic 
group. I was going to say it’s greater than the sum of its parts, but that isn’t true; 
each of them is great individually. But I do think that together, in particular, they 
became this unlikely band of people. The five of them are great together. 

 

Let’s talk about them individually: starting with Alan. 

I really love Alan, and have done for a long time. The first time I worked with 
him was when I appeared on his show, As Yet Untitled. He’s genuinely as nice 
as he seems on QI. He’s gentle, and a naturally very funny man. He is slightly 
bumbling, but he tries really hard and there’s a real sweetness to him, in that all 
the prize tasks – the prize tasks are, I think, where you learn a lot about people 
– every single one was brought from his house, and I like that. He thought about 
it and came in each time with something that really represented him and his 
backstory. There was a particularly good prop from Jonathan Creek. Also, and 



this is important for Greg and me, he looks like he’s having a brilliant time. He’s 
sitting there, giggling away, which is lovely. 

 

What about Desiree?  

She challenged my expectations, because she is undoubtedly loud, she’s a tall 
lady, she wears bright clothes, and most of all, she’s from LA. I thought she was 
going to be the loudest of the five, but she was actually very measured. She 
was only loud when she needed to be – nothing is put-on about it. She was very 
enthusiastic, and always tried her best. She also failed spectacularly a few 
times, which was great. We always have one escape room-style task, and she 
proved that she’s got an amazing logical brain – which, to my discredit, I didn’t 
expect. She definitely had a lot more nous than I was expecting. I very much 
enjoyed her cursing too. We had “Holy Schnikes”, “Mother Father”, and “Jesus 
Tap Dancing Christ” to name but a few of the less offensive ones. They just 
come out of her, they’re brilliantly innovative swears. 

 

What about Guz? 

Guz was a bit of an enigma, because he could be very loud, or very quiet; very 
clever or very stupid. He’s definitely one of the coolest people we’ve had on. He 
came in with this effortlessness, and he wore these big coats, so he had an 
aura and a presence unlike anyone, I’d say. He held his own against Greg. In 
fact, he had a gravitas about him similar to Greg, almost. In another world, he 
could be the Taskmaster, which is quite an interesting thought. We haven’t had 
that very often. I can’t think of many former contestants who could do that job. I 
really enjoyed spending time with him. Off camera, we’d talk a lot about cricket. 
He’s very sweet. We feel very lucky to have caught him before he heads off into 
Hollywood or whatever. He’s got proper acting chops.  

 

And Morgana? 

What I liked about having her on is that she’s very rarely herself on TV. She’s 
always playing a part, or doing an impression. She only did maybe a couple of 
impressions throughout the whole series, which I thought we were going to get 
more of. On this show I want to see the real people, which we did, and her real 
persona is slightly mad, but there’s a tenderness too and there’s annoyance. 
She brings a lot to it. Brilliant clothes as well. I’m saying on the record, this is 
the best-dressed fivesome we’ve ever had. She was very happy to push the 
envelope, which is great, especially because she’s sat next to Victoria, and they 
couldn’t be more different. I feel like they’ve got a good bond, but it’s like the 
movie Twins. They are very, very different.  

 

And finally, Victoria? 



I was expecting a very brainy lady, which she definitely is, but she’s probably 
more eccentric than I thought. I really liked her arguments. She argued with 
Greg a lot, and stuck to her guns. She’s different to anyone we’ve had before, 
and she’s playing a different game to everyone else too. 

 
Taskmaster’s popularity just keeps growing. People at home particularly 
love being interactive with it. Are you pleased about that? 

It’s brilliant. There are always requests like, “I want to propose in a Taskmaster 
way, can you help?” You want to help as much as possible, but there’s a lot of 
guilt because I can’t spend all my time proposing to people! I know I’ve missed 
a lot. But we’re definitely into double figures of Taskmaster proposals and 
weddings. One guy surprised his girlfriend by making up all these tasks around 
the house which ended up with a ring in an envelope and a note saying, “Your 
task is to marry me. Your time starts now.” People have done that quite a few 
times, which is amazing. It does make you think that we’re doing something 
right.  

A lot of people have also done Taskmaster things for their actual wedding, 
sending out an invite that says, “The best hat wins,” or something like that. It’s 
a nice, odd thing, but it’s lovely. You don’t expect that sort of thing to happen 
because of a silly comedy show, but people have really taken it to heart. 
Because it’s malleable, you can invent your own tasks, so you can personalise 
it however you want. We know loads of people do it with their kids, and parents, 
and scout groups, and schools.  

 

 

My family plays it every Christmas and on the children’s birthdays. 

That’s brilliant. People often say to me, “Your kids must have such a fun time,” 
whereas it’s the opposite because I don’t do it with them. They don’t want to do 
it either, because it’s Dad’s work. We’ve played the board game a couple of 
times – I highly recommend it, by the way – but somebody has to judge them, 
and they don’t like me doing that!  

 

It’s doing very well internationally too. 

Sweden has set the benchmark because they really have run with it. Theirs is 
on Saturday night, and it’s a primetime, Britain’s Got Talent type thing. I think 
the audience is about two million out of a population of six million. Their version 
is really glossy, but what I like about it is that it’s so different. Some countries 
do more of a carbon copy of it. The New Zealand one is very similar to ours, 
which I like, and I know people in it, and it’s great, but Sweden has started its 
own authority with it. They’ve got a lady in charge as Greg, which is brilliant 
because it does make it much more distinctive from the off. Greg and I both 
wish he was a woman, in many ways. Sweden’s little version of me is also one 



of the producers who comes up with the tasks. I really enjoy watching their 
show, and we share tasks, which is nice. There’s a balloon popping task in this 
series, which was a Swedish task that we adapted. We had another one which 
was a version of a New Zealand task based on waiting for a toaster to pop. 
Another fun bit with the international ones is that we work together, so it feels 
like a little community of people, all trying to make this odd thing. 

 

Mike leaping over that fence in Series 11 has to be one of your most 
shared clips of all time, isn’t it? 

Yes, it went viral and that’s nice, because it was very spontaneous and maverick 
of him. I actually don’t think they were allowed to jump over that fence. Health 
and Safety weren’t happy about that first of all, but then they did agree to let us 
show it. What was really funny about that, though, is that there was a gap on 
the side, so there was no need to jump over it. He made it look so easy, though! 
So graceful.  

 

So many of your lesser-known contestants have become huge stars after 
doing Taskmaster.  

I don’t think it’s necessarily all down to us, but I’ll take it! It’s hopefully a little bit 
of fortuitous timing – for example, someone like Romesh [Ranganathan] was 
always going to be huge, and we managed to get him as he was getting on the 
wave. Mawaan Rizwan was one as well. It does feel good. You have a moment 
when you release the names, and there’s automatically a thing on Twitter where 
people go, “I’ve only heard of one person.” I like that, because that’s the whole 
point. By the end of the series, you will know all five of them. I have to take a 
deep breath, because you want to reply to everyone and say, “I know you don’t 
know them now, but you’ve got to trust us, because we’ve done this 12 times 
and we know what we’re doing.” We’ve obviously stymied ourselves by saying 
we never have anyone back, because it would be great fun to get Romesh back, 
if he was up for it. But that’s our rule, so we’re sticking to it.  

 

Could you do a special with five great people from previous series?  

Everything is a possibility, and that’s been mooted but I was always against 
that. If anybody gets to come back, it should only be the winners for the 
Champion of Champions. Lots of people suggest the Worst of the Worst, and 
that would be very funny, but hand-picking five is a bit odd because most people 
have different favourites. I remember everyone very fondly. It would feel a bit 
odd to say, “We want that person and that person, but not that person.” Having 
said that, Romesh is in the unfortunate position of being the only person to 
never win an episode, so maybe we could give him a chance to redeem himself.  

 



Talking of low scores, you’ve got your first ever negative on the 
scoreboard this series, so that’s exciting. 

We try to keep it fresh every time, so the tasks are always different, and 
sometimes we have slightly different scoring. So, yes, we had our 100th episode 
this series and we did a task where you could potentially win ten points but lose 
five points, which keeps it interesting. People watch the show in very different 
ways. Some people let it flow over them and they don’t really care who wins or 
loses, they just enjoy laughing at everything, but we do have the hardcore fans 
who are interested in the numbers, and they create spreadsheets and graphics. 
People have their own opinions of how things should be done, so it keeps things 
fresh for them to mix it up a bit sometimes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alan Davies 

 

Why did you sign up to Taskmaster?  

Lots of people I know have been on and they all told me, “It’s really great fun, 
you should do it.” Lou Sanders is a huge advocate of Taskmaster, Jo Brand has 
done it, Lee Mack, lots of people. I know David Baddiel counselled Victoria 
Coren Mitchell before she signed up. Victoria and I live near to one another. We 
had the same reservations about public humiliation, and also a lack of 
confidence in our ability to be quick-witted and versatile enough, and make a 
good fist of it. 



 

Did you have a strategy? Did you think, “I’m going to try and butter Greg 
up”?  

That would have been a good idea! No, I just wanted to enjoy it, and for it to be 
funny. Apart from the group tasks, you spend a lot of time doing tasks by 
yourself and they don’t give you any clues as to how you’ve done, or how 
anyone else has done. You’re all kept in the dark, because you’re absolutely 
forbidden from talking about it to anyone, so it’s hard to know what a good 
strategy would be. It’s like MI5! Or I presume it is, I don’t know anybody at MI5.  

Sometimes you feel like you’ve got a handle on something and done a task 
really well, then when you get to the studio you get no points. Sometimes you 
think, “I’ve made an absolute idiot of myself,” and you get five points! Initially, 
you’re sat there thinking, “I have no idea how this points system works” but once 
they put the numbers up on the screen, you get drawn into this psychological 
process. You find yourself thinking, “If I get two more points I’ll be level with 
Morgana,” or something. “Oh, no! Guz has won, he’s ahead!”  

 

Were there any particular tasks that you were better at than others? 

Greg made a lot of jokes about my timekeeping: he has an admirable comic 
instinct that sniffs out where the comedy is. On one task I thought I’d done it 
quickly but I was the slowest by miles. On another, when Alex said, “It’s against 
the clock,” the crew actually laughed.  

 

Did you concentrate on being funny, or doing the task well? 

Your instinct is mainly to be funny, of course, but what you’re not prepared for 
on this show is that there’s something very unguarded about this whole process: 
they have a lot of cameras in all sorts of places, so you don’t know where they 
all are. Once the task begins, you forget they’re there and your instinct is simply 
to try and complete it as best you can. Perhaps it’s something that all comedians 
have in common: we don’t get any thrill from being rude or ill-tempered; we get 
a thrill from people smiling and laughing, and we’re terribly needy. We like 
people to be happy, we want to do it, we don’t want to stomp off and throw 
everything on the ground. But also, comedians do have a capacity for making 
unusual connections and thinking outside the box, so sometimes you do see 
some ingenious solutions. The variety of solutions in this is amazing, actually, 
and also the myriad ways in which you can fail. 

The thing that rarely gets mentioned about Taskmaster is that the editing on the 
programme is extraordinarily good – I’ve rarely been on a show where the 
editing is so strong. They gather, from multiple cameras, reams of digital 
footage, and some of the comic timing in the edits and the way they put music 
over things is exceptional. I’m sure that’s one of the main major reasons they 
won a BAFTA, because the technical side is incredible. We can do pretty much 



anything, and they make it look either really funny or really daft. I felt as though 
I was in safe hands, because they want to make an entertaining show. 

 

Do you think there was a difference in the way you approached the tasks 
compared to some of the younger contestants? 

Greg kept teasing me for being old, because I am the oldest, I’m 55. Guz is the 
youngest at 35, and Morgana is 39, Desiree is 42 going on 17, so she’s got an 
incredible lust for life and an infectious energy, and a superbrain. Victoria is 
many years younger than me, and is actually closer in age to Desiree than me  
, Greg decided to concentrate solely on me as Old Father Time. I had to give 
myself a pep talk: “Everyone’s treating you like you’re at the end of your life. 
You’re in your prime! Look at Joe Biden, for heaven’s sake!” I had to resist being 
dragged into this narrative that I’m elderly and slow, and should be in a home.  

 

You and Victoria have another similarity in that you are the ‘intelligent quiz 
show people’. Did that increase the pressure?  

Don’t be fooled just because we’re on quizzes. I’ve had a long career of being 
humiliated and mocked and ridiculed on QI, so that was good preparation! 
Victoria is very intelligent, as she showed when she solved a riddle very quickly, 
a riddle that had me totally hamstrung and confused. It’s very easy to confuse 
me.  

The other three contestants may seem chaotic and crazy and ridiculous, and 
they wear loud clothes, and they’re brilliant fun, and great party guests, but they 
conceal very sharp minds. They’re tough competitors. Alex Horne said to me 
that it’s one of the closest series they’ve ever had, and nobody knew who was 
going to win until that final bell tolled.  

 

 

Tell me about the first round, where you have to bring in a prize. Did you 
lose anything and regret it? 

No, because no one wanted any of them! One week we were asked to buy a 
gift for another contestant. First of all, I didn’t realise what budget was available, 
and people were racking up enormous bills. I slightly misread the situation and 
looked like an absolute skinflint when I bought Desiree a notebook. Victoria 
thought, because I like football, that I would enjoy a Manchester United season 
ticket, not understanding that’s of no use to an Arsenal fan. Greg and Alex 
thought that was absolutely hysterical. Alex said, “But don’t you hate 
Manchester United?” I said, “Yes, of course.” But you can’t tell with Victoria if 
she’s in on the joke or not. 

 

Which task made you laugh the most? 



I laughed a lot doing some of them, and some of them were exasperating. There 
was one where I was supposed to paint a picture. I had 15 minutes, and it took 
me 30 minutes just to find the paint, so that was frustrating. The one that made 
me laugh the most was when we had to make an upside-down face. That was 
my first day, and despite all the arts and crafts I do with my children, I don’t think 
of myself as a very competent arts and crafts person and didn’t know where to 
begin. Anyway, I did this thing, and then Greg started to take the mickey out of 
it. He went on a riff for a long time because as we did the task, the face that I’d 
created started to fall apart. There was a kind of ‘before’ it fell apart and an 
‘after’, as if my character had been the victim of a terrible assault. Greg had an 
absolute field day over that. When he’s on a roll, he’s really one of the funniest. 
I’m lucky to work in comedy, and I know some funny people, but Greg Davies 
on a riff on Taskmaster, taking someone apart, is one of the funniest things on 
TV. 

 

Are your children excited to watch this series? 

Yes, they are. I imagine we’ll be watching Taskmaster Bleeped, as we had a 
fair bit of swearing. Although Greg did say that some of the editions of 
Taskmaster Bleeped are likely to sound like Morse Code with us. Taskmaster’s 
very popular with the children in my life. My neighbours’ kids absolutely love it 
too, and everyone’s looking forward to seeing it. I’m not so sure whether I am, 
but I have enjoyed doing it. I really have laughed a lot. I don’t always laugh at 
work, even though I work in comedy. But this is very funny. 

 

 

  



 
Victoria Coren-Mitchell 

 

Why did you sign up for Taskmaster? 

I’ve been asked before but I didn’t do it, mainly because I had a small child, and 
I didn’t like leaving her behind anywhere. This series coincided with her first 
term at school. I was worried about being at home by myself, and I thought I 
might end up at the school, up at the window, claws on the glass, shouting, 
“What are you doing with my child?” So I thought it would be quite good to be 
physically removed to a different situation, facing some distracting challenges. 

 

Did you ask any previous contestants for advice? 

I did ask a couple of people, mainly David Baddiel, who is a bit like me in that 
intellectually, he’s fine. He can cope with getting his sentences out but he wasn’t 
necessarily brilliant at everything on the show, much as I enjoyed his 
performance. He’s a close friend and I asked him, “Was it humiliating?” and he 
said, “No, it was incredibly good fun, and everyone’s lovely. You’ll enjoy it.” He 
was right, and they were, and I did. 

 

Did you have a strategy?  

No. Back in the day, I used to bet on reality TV, so I watched quite a lot of shows 
where people went on and had challenges. If there’s one thing I learned, you 
can’t pretend to be or do anything, or have any strategy. Your only decision is 
that you’re going to say yes or no to taking part, and once you’ve said yes, that’s 
it: you’re in it, and you’ve got to do what they tell you to do.  

 

I’m sure there were plenty of tasks that you were good at. 

Hmm. There was one Crystal Maze-type riddle one that I was able to do, 
although even that involved trying to decipher a map of a room, and I lost a 
good 18 minutes going, “There’s a weird shape,” and then Alex had to whisper, 
“That’s what a window looks like in a drawing.” I was hamstrung by the physical 
element.  

 

 

Did you manage to persuade Greg to change any of your scores? 

No. I was constantly pushing back, but I lost all the struggles. It’s all I had, 
though! I have no physical skills, I didn’t know what I was doing, I had no dignity. 
All I had was a slightly analytical mind, and the opportunity to try and talk myself 
out of things, which didn’t work. 



I resorted to shouting in my head that I’d actually got eleven points, while 
outwardly conceding to Greg’s apparent “scoring system”. “Okay, in your world, 
I came last and got two points. But in my world, I’m up to four figures already.” 
They can’t police our minds. They can say certain things out loud, but in my 
head, I may be the best contestant they’ve ever had. 

 

Is that what stopped you from crumbling from total lack of self-esteem? 

I don’t know, I’m used to having a total lack of self-esteem. I’ve never had any, 
and I’ve bumbled my way to hosting one quiz series, where I’m surrounded by 
like minds; I don’t ever have to get out of the chair. I read bits off a card. All my 
weaknesses are well hidden – in some cases literally, beneath the desk. So 
being slightly rubbish at things, it’s just a case of whether to share that with the 
Channel 4 audience. Once I’d said I’d do it, that ship had long sailed. 

 

 

Some of your tasks, I feel, may become absolute classics. 

Well thank you. That’s very kind. But I fear what you’re really saying is, “The 
gulf between your apparent capable dignity on other programmes and your 
absolute inept hopelessness here is enjoyable to watch.” So I have mixed 
feelings about that statement. 

 

Greg alluded to you and Alan being the “intelligent quiz people”. Are 
people at home going to be pre-judging you for being a certain way? 

Well, to answer that question seriously, I don’t think it’s possible to go on 
television without people judging you a certain way, especially for women. 
Everybody else on this series of Taskmaster is a comedian, and I’m not. I’m not 
even a professional TV personality. I’m a sort of semi-professional gambler who 
does a bit of broadcasting almost for a hobby. You can’t work in television 
unless you’re happy for people to judge you a certain way, usually wrongly, so 
I don’t really mind that at all. Casual viewers of Only Connect would think that I 
have poise; regular viewers would know that isn’t true. I have poise like 
Inspector Clouseau before he treads on a bomb!  

The reason Greg referred to me and Alan as the “intelligent quiz show people” 
is because everything in his soul yearned to call us “the old people”. In David 
Baddiel’s series, Greg was always talking about “David and Jo [Brand]” like, 
“Here come the old comedians lumbering in.” Greg Davies being nearly a full 
decade older than I am, I did say to him early on, “Good luck if you’re going to 
give it the old, “Here come Darby and Joan onto the set”. 

 

Do you think there was any divide at all between the ages or the sexes? 



No, I really don’t. One thing I would say is, they were the loveliest bunch of 
people. I won’t say “the nicest five” because that would include me, and I have 
a horrible mind that thinks terrible things that I barely manage to conceal. But it 
was an incredibly nice group.  

 

How competitive did it get? 

What I liked about it is that nobody was genuinely competitive. I haven’t done 
many TV competitions – I did a Bake Off for Sport Relief, and then I did a show 
for BBC2 about a dinner party – but you sometimes get people on those who 
genuinely care about winning, which I always find odd, because the most money 
I’ve ever made is from playing poker, and I care about that because I might go 
skint if I lose and be unable to pay off the mortgage. If it’s just a game, it’s just 
for fun. What I love about this group of five is they all feel like me. We were 
genuinely trying to do the task as best we could. The only frustration is if you do 
it badly, and you’re disappointed in yourself – but it’s not about the other people 
winning and losing, which is a nice thing, and an important thing in life. I’m not 
going to pretend for my pride that I wasn’t even trying, I tried absolutely as hard 
as I possibly could on every single one. 

 

What was your lowest point? 

It was having to go behind a screen in full body silhouette next to Morgana 
because she’s like a supermodel which I am definitely not, and I'm always 
incredibly self-conscious about being looked at when I have to be quiet. I don’t 
mind being on camera when I’m talking but I hate having my photo taken. Can’t 
bear it. So having to stand while everyone gets to look at your silhouetted shape 
behind a screen next to this beautiful creature, who’s 5ft 11ins and perfect, was 
definitely a low point. But what’s wonderful about her is that people who are that 
beautiful don't need to make themselves ridiculous, yet she absolutely does. 
She’s very, very funny. 

 

You do have to leave your dignity at home to do Taskmaster, don’t you? 

You do in a way. But I didn’t mind sitting on a cake, or whatever. It depends 
what people assume. People assume that I have dignity. They'll go, “She’s this 
sort of woman and she hosts this very cerebral quiz” so I have a long way to 
fall. Whereas Desiree, for example, is a comedian with a lot of physical 
confidence and she dresses with great physical panache so people will assume, 
“She’s going to be really comfortable being ridiculous”. Actually, I think she’s 
incredibly dignified. There’s something regal about her. She can be in a skin-
tight catsuit, stuck to a fence trying to hold a snooker ball on a shelf, with an 
amazing elegance. And I absolutely don’t. That’s one of the joys of this show: 
your assumptions about people on telly are one-dimensional. They only show 
one side of themselves. This shows everything.  



 

 

What have you learned about yourself? 

Nothing. I've learned nothing to my own benefit. I was happily cruising along 
under the assumption that I was quite good at mind games. It’s like, I've never 
written a novel, because for all the time I don't write a novel, I might be one of 
the world's great novelists. I might be a Phillip Roth or an Anne Tyler, I just 
haven’t tried it yet. As soon as I write a novel, that fantasy is over.  

 

Greg was so amused by some of your quotes that he said sometimes you 
sound like a robot trying to be a human being. How do you respond to 
that? 

Look, I know it sounds funny, but I had to find a chair and they engineered a 
situation where I genuinely thought a chair might be hidden inside a sweet. I 
was so far out of my comfort zone I wasn’t sure what a chair was any more. I 
had no reference points anymore. There are parts of the world where for some 
months it never gets light or it never gets dark. That’s where I was. I didn’t know 
anything anymore.  

 

Can you describe your relationship with Greg? 

I'm a huge admirer of his. He's so funny, and so brilliant. Sitting on the set, 
watching him with the other contestants, was just great. I felt nothing but 
admiration. It was lovely to witness his comedy close up.  

 

What about Alex? 

Well Giant Alex, who is a foot taller than I am, is a much more kindred spirit for 
me. Greg is an alpha male, you know, and Alex is more beta like me. In the 
Taskmaster house, when it was just me and Alex, it was fine. In the studio, when 
Alex was the junior, being squashed down all the time, it was very confusing. 
On the Only Connect team, Alex would be captain. In my house, Alex would be 
the most capable person. It would be, “Let’s get Alex in to fix things”. So it was 
odd to see him as the junior. Greg is to Alex what Alex is to me.  

 

 
Desiree Burch 
 

Why did you sign up for the show?  

I didn’t have to be convinced. It’s so much fun! I have to say, especially during 
this time where there’s masking and Covid testing and all of that stuff, it was 
truly delightful to show up to a place around a bunch of people and do something 



fun that you’ve never done before, and are never going to do again. My 
background is in theatre and working with performance artists, and Taskmaster 
is very similar to that sort of work where you’re trying to accomplish something 
in real time, and you’re allowing yourself to be witnessed doing it. It’s an attempt, 
so it may very well fail. We’ve all watched each other and ourselves fail, 
especially when you look at someone else and you’re like, “How did you figure 
out how to do that?” I feel like that’s the perennial appeal of Taskmaster. My 
only regret is that I wish I’d done better at certain tasks. Everyone who’s done 
this show has walked away from challenges like, “I should have done that 
differently.”  

 

Did you know any of the others beforehand?  

I had done some work with Guz, who’s amazing, and I’d done a little bit with 
Alan, who’s also wonderful. I didn’t know Morgana or Victoria, but sitting in a 
room chatting about random stuff and our utter failures on screen together was 
a way of making a collective of everyone involved in that process. I definitely 
feel a closer relationship to everybody now that we’ve been through it together. 
Usually on a job there’s that one person, but genuinely everyone on this has 
been truly lovely. 

 

The fact that you all got on so well ended up irritating Greg, didn’t it?   

Yes, seriously! It’s like we were all kids. Everything we were doing on the show 
was relatively childish anyway, so it was easy to slip into those roles. He was 
irritated by the fact that we were a collective unit, because that meant that we 
were all going to tease him like, “Come on, Dad!” I hope that it lights the way for 
future generations of Taskmaster to really team up and get on his last nerve, 
because it is funny to watch. Obviously, there’s the persona and the reality, but 
it was hilarious that he seemed truly irritated by us. 

 

Did you go in with any kind of strategy? 

The only strategy you can do is to be utterly yourself. You sit there watching 
other people do tasks and you think, “Oh, she’s really good at the BS portion of 
this,” or, “He’s really good at naturally coming at it from a different angle,” or, 
“He’s good at being really calm,” but ultimately, you can’t be any other kind of 
person than who you really are. Turns out I’m good at saying random things out 
loud to myself as I’m trying to do something. 

 

You had some very choice phrases!  

I can’t take credit for “Holy Schnikes”, because I’ve been saying that ever since 
I saw Tommy Boy, which is where that appears. “Mother, Father”, I do say a lot 
too, because you’ve got to get that energy out somewhere. But some of them 



just popped out, I think they came from the deepest part of my heart and soul 
out of sheer frustration. You know how when you’re around different people, 
you become a different person? When I got in that group, I was like, “Clearly 
we’re in a school project, and I’m the group leader,” because I was always that 
person of like, “Well, someone’s got to get the assignment done, and 
everybody’s messing about.” So you naturally start going, “Okay, I guess I’m 
the one who’s going to tell everybody what to do, otherwise we’ll be here for 
hours.”  

 

How did you do in the group tasks? 

The task with the riddle was the slowest task in Taskmaster history, of actually 
trying to get something done that should have been a lot easier accomplished. 
It’s like everybody uses so much less of their brains when they’re together. We 
were on a walkie-talkie trying to communicate the alphabet, which seemed to 
stymie everyone. You’re looking at the cameramen texting their wives like, “I’m 
not going to be home for dinner.” It’s like you’re looking at people’s dreams die 
behind the camera. I really wanted to solve that riddle! It was so frustrating.  

 

People often learn a lot about themselves on this. Did you learn anything 
different about yourself? 

A lot of the frustrations that you have about yourself come to light. I was most 
disappointed when I had an instinct, and then immediately, habitually, as I do in 
my real life, went, “No,” and then did another thing, when I should have gone 
with my instinct. You’re given a task, and it’s like achievement versus time, and 
you have to pick one. If you pick time, then you’re going to be flustered. I regret 
cutting corners when I didn’t necessarily have to. I could have sat down and 
done the task fully, as opposed to freaking out and ending up doing it neither 
fast nor well. In the studio tasks, you compare with the others out of the side of 
your eye, which never gets anybody anywhere good. I’m much better being true 
to myself, seeing how it goes, and feeling fine about how that shakes out. The 
times that I wished I could do things differently were when I wasn’t fully true to 
myself, because I felt like, “Oh, everybody else is going to do this better or 
quicker or faster.” It’s better to honour the weird thing that you want to do. The 
same thing goes in life too. That’s what I learned. 

 

There’s no point looking at what everyone else is doing because they 
don’t know what they’re doing either.  

Yes! One of the tasks I got totally right, like knocked it out of the park really 
quickly, but I was still sitting there going, “Did I do this wrong?” There were a 
couple of times when I was like, “Wait, I did the thing we were supposed to do, 
and everybody else did this other thing,” so I’m worrying about what I did, when 
there was no need. There was one task where I really wiped out. I do have 



accidental great physical comedy because I’m generally a klutz, but I really 
came down hard on that one.  

 

At one point you complained that there were too many throwing games. 
Do you stand by that? 

Yes! I’m not a PE person, and I’ve never quite learned when to let go of the 
thing you’re throwing. Morgana has a netball background so she was great at 
throwing stuff.  

 

What was your lowest moment?  

There were some low moments in the studio when all of us failed which were 
pretty rough. Alex does like to have very wordy challenges too, which could 
have gone either way. Sometimes I tried to convince myself I didn’t care, and I 
didn’t want to win. But I did, and I did. 

 

How badly did you want to win? 

It’s hard, because I don’t normally win things. I don’t win raffles. If it’s an 
academic thing, or a monologue competition, great – but anything in the real 
world, I don’t. But this, I really wanted to win. I want my picture on the house 
wall! I went into the studio every week like, “I have every confidence I’m going 
to be applauding somebody else tonight and trying to be very gracious about 
it.” I was trying to prepare myself for the worst, but what I really wanted was to 
be like, “In your face!” Who doesn’t want to snatch a trophy? The more I talked 
about it, the more I wanted it. I needed to shut up about it. It was a balancing 
act. Yes, we’re all here, we’re all on TV, we’re all happy to work, we’re bringing 
entertainment to people. It’s so much fun, and it’s a joyous thing to share with 
people in the world. That’s all true, but winning is better.  

 

Who was your main competition?  

Oh, I can tell you right now that Morgana Robinson and Guz Khan were my 
main competition. Morgana was very good at talking a good game about her 
studio prizes, so I had to step that up. It’s hard, because no matter what 
happens you want to remain true to yourself because you don’t want to lose. I 
was like, “Let me try to crank it up a little bit more.” I needed to bring my A-
game.  

 

Did you ever try to argue your case with Greg? 

Sometimes that can be quite effective, but I had to be careful because I have 
one of those personalities where if I ever get upset, people are like, “Why did 



you take it so far?” I ride a fine line. People can be like, “What’s wrong with 
her?”  

 

You have to leave your ego and your vanity at the door and possibly your 
dignity as well when you do this show.  

Yep. I fell over, which was funny, so I know that’s going to look hilarious. I hurt 
my wrist on that one, and I blistered my fingers on another. I felt more 
embarrassed during the studio moments, doing stupid things like putting an 
upside-down face on my face, but when you’re a paid clown, that’s part of the 
package. You’d like to think, “Oh, I’m smart, I should be able to figure these 
things out,” but when you’re sitting there looking at yourself on camera, you 
don’t even know how it’s turned out or how you look. We all tried to do paper 
aeroplanes, and nobody could pull it off. You’re sitting there going, “This is 
pathetic and sad and wrong, and no one’s even in the studio to pretend that it’s 
funny.” But that’s the chance you take with randomness and chaos, and that’s 
why people love the show. 

 

What were your funniest moments?  

There were so many times where I was brought to tears, laughing at stuff on 
screen. When Alan was trying to make his upside-down face, there was this 
moment of quiet despair that went across his face. We laughed because we’d 
all been there at some point too. The laughter comes so much easier with 
something like this because it’s so pure in a way, like you can tell that these are 
genuine attempts and genuine reactions. Victoria is absolutely lovely, and she 
can talk a great game about why she’s done the thing, but Greg will lay into her 
like, “No, it’s not working for me.” She’s got maximum chutzpah and perfect 
comedic timing. I have to give it to her for that.  

 

 

  



Guz Khan 

 

Why did you want to do the show? 

I’m very averse to looking goofy and doing goofy stuff. It’s where I come from. 
I’ll be honest, I like watching other people do it, but me being put in that position? 
Absolutely not. But a mate of mine, Jamali Maddix, was in Series 11 and I 
thought it was time to play outside the comfort zone, so I was like, “You know 
what, maybe I should do it too.”  

 

Did he give you any advice? 

The thing with a show like this is you’ve got to attack it in your own way. If you 
try and take anyone’s advice, it’d go pear-shaped because it’s the most random, 
deviant method of judging. There are no rules! Greg decides what he flippin’ 
likes on the spot. There’s no preparation you can do for that, is there? 

 

You were a teacher in a previous life. Did that help you in any way for 
doing these tasks?  

To compare teaching and Taskmaster would mean there was some level of 
sense between one thing and the other. When someone’s trying to get you to 
shove a  banana through a keyhole or whatever it is, I don’t see how my 
teaching skills can really help me in that situation. 

 

Tell me about your relationship with Greg. Did you try to butter him up at 
all?  

I tried a range of things, to be honest with you, but he just slaps it off. I get it. 
He’s six foot eight and a bit. He’s massive. He can do what the hell he likes. 
The person I actually tried to build a relationship with the most was little Alex 
Horne. Obviously, we spend a lot of time with him on the tasks, in the house, 
on location. That broke early on when he told me his favourite contestant was 
Alan Davies. I was like, “Oh, cool, man, you’ve got your favourites. Let’s keep it 
as it is.” So it was very business-like from there on.  

 

When we were in the studio, everyone came together, and we were backing 
each other up. That really got to Greg. I don’t know what repressed evil 
memories he has, or why he treats the world like he does, but it wasn’t going to 
break us. We were like a bunch of Care Bears, just shooting the love out at 
massive Greg Davies. He even penalised me for being nice to Alex. I’m never 
going to do that again, I can tell you, now I know I’m not even his favourite.  

 

Was it not competitive because you got on so well? 



Okay, when I say we backed each other up, that’s true but when it got to the 
last two episodes, things did get a bit spiky in terms of appealing to Greg about 
why he’d given points to this person or that person. But that was natural. It’s a 
competition! We’re here to play, we’re here to win. All of us. I liked it.  

I wasn’t determined to win necessarily but what I didn’t want was to be like 
Romesh. I texted him throughout like, “Bro, how did you not even win one single 
episode?” Imagine doing the whole series without winning once! That’s bad. So 
I was determined to win at least one. 

 

How did Romesh react when you said that: is he still bitter?  

He called me a pr**k a lot, to be honest with you.  

 

Who was your main competition? 

Without a shadow of a doubt, Desiree was stealthily the most intelligent, the 
most well thought-out in her tasks, and a brilliant lovely human being, so I had 
my money on her for the win. Her swears are incredible. I’m pretty sure they’re 
going to be on Taskmaster t-shirts soon.  

 

Did you find that you were better at particular tasks more than others? 

Listen, if it involves throwing, I’m bang on the money. If it involves some, “Let’s 
have a philosophical debate around where and how to do this task”, there’s no 
way. I’ve got very short attention span as it is, so I clearly failed monumentally 
on those. But give me a break, I’ll throw stuff through your nan’s window very 
successfully, no problem.  

 

What was your lowest moment? 

Oh, man! There was one task that took the mickey. It had me feeling like I had 
vertigo, and I wanted to be sick. We’d already done stupid stuff, like walking 
backwards, and that kind of stuff vexes me out. I thought I was going to need 
medication afterwards, it was horrible. When you’re watching these tasks back, 
you sometimes think you might have done okay. You might even think you’ve 
won it. But every time you think you’ve won it, you haven’t.  

 

Did you want to come across as funny or do the tasks well, or a 
combination of the two?  

I was just trying to be me, trying to get through, and trying to appeal to that 
flippin’ Alex Horne where possible – but early on, as I established already, he 
told me who his favourite was, and therefore, “I don’t want to be friends, mate.” 
I’m not going to beg someone to be friends. If you give me the information I 
need, sound. If not, you can sod off.  



 

Do you have to leave your vanity at home for this show? 

There was a particular moment where, on camera, they decided to show me 
flob a massive greenie out of my nostril. When you’ve got to flob it out, you’ve 
got to flob it out! But they showed it on camera, and everyone who watches the 
show on Channel 4 is going to see that. So there you go.  

 

Was there anything you brought in for the prize task that you then 
regretted losing? 

No, everything was okay. Something special happened in one episode when 
we had to bring something in for someone else. That annoyed Greg, because 
we all took it seriously and brought beautiful gifts in, but love conquers all. 

 

Talk me through the outfit you wore for the tasks.  

They’re very special trousers – South Asian or MC Hammer trousers. Big up 
MC Hammer – I heard he’s a minister now. A lot of people don’t give Hammer 
the credit that he deserves. I don’t know about the bravery it takes to come on 
television with them kind of trousers, but I wore mine with a South Asian flavour. 
And then, mate, just bang on a Nike top. Bit of streetwear, bit of MC 
Hammer/Lollywood, in Pakistan, and that’s the treat, mate.  

 

Can you tell me about one of the tasks where you thought you saw a 
ghost, and nobody believed you? 

At the end of the day, people are entitled to believe what they want to believe, 
it’s fine. All I’m going to say is, they took us into a church for a task. It’s cold, it 
looks haunted from the outset. The geezer that was there looking after the 
premises with his dog looked like an arch-evil guy on a horror movie. All the 
energies were wrong from the moment I got there. They’re all like, “Yes, it’s a 
church, but let’s get on with filming.” I’m like, “You need to have some respect.” 
If the Ghostbusters were real, Slimer would definitely have lived in that church. 
That’s not to be messed about with. There were spirits. I’m not trying to be 
sacrilegious, I was very respectful. I got no points for that task, but at least I left 
unhaunted, whereas the rest of this lot will find out the truth when they have 
ghosts flying around their living rooms in the middle of the night, won’t they?  

 

 

 

  



Morgana Robinson 

 

Why did you want to do the show? 

My friend Jess Knappett did it and she had the best time ever, so I knew I was 
in for a treat.  

 

Did you go into Taskmaster with any kind of strategy? 

There’s no point! Nothing ever goes to plan. You’re up the creek without a 
paddle. My game plan was to not have a game plan. Just let God decide.  

 

God, or the Taskmaster?  

That’s a really good point! He does play God, and he really enjoys it. 

 

How was your relationship with the Taskmaster?  

One minute you love him, and the next you don’t. It’s like you’re constantly 
seeking validation from a bitter old man. If you get a cheeky five points, it’s 
great. It’s weird being ranked. It’s like being back at school – and I haven’t been 
there for a while, let’s be honest. He’s the biggest ranker I’ve ever met. 

 

Were there tasks you were better at than others? 

Yes, there were ones where I thought, “I’ve got that in the bag,” then I saw what 
everyone else had done and I was like, “Oh, maybe not.” That wiped the smug 
grin off my face. I’m not much of an engineer, so I can’t build things very well. 
And I’m very slow in general, so if there was a timed thing I was definitely at the 
bottom of the ladder. I enjoyed the creative ones, I was all guns blazing for 
those. I thought I was good at cooking, but under a time restraint, it all goes tits 
up. I’ve realised that my cooking is like, “Oh, I’m sorry, dinner’s an hour late, but 
I’ve just had another bottle of wine.” Which is fine at home but it’s not good when 
you don’t have that extra hour.  

There was one cooking task that took me about an hour longer than anybody 
else. But no one else had sparklers or marshmallows on their cake, that’s all 
I’m saying. Or tears, in fact. You’ve got to weigh it up, you know? I knew it was 
timed, but I thought, “Sod it, I’m going for the points.” I was trying to get the prize 
for most extravagant so I thought, “Right, it’s time to start peacocking. I’m going 
to enjoy this while I can, so I’m taking my sweet old time.”  

 

 

 



Did you learn anything about yourself? 

I learned you have to wrestle with your inner child quite a lot, and she raised 
her head a few times. It goes back to the playground, doesn’t it? You reflect that 
in a childlike manner. I regressed into a seven-year-old. She’s still very much 
around. 

 

Did you win any of your arguments with Greg?  

No, not a single one. You can’t argue with him. He’s the Daddy, isn’t he? Why 
are we seeking validation from this grumpy old man? I don’t know. I don’t 
understand this show. 

 

What about Alex: did you find him in any way useful, or was he a 
hindrance? 

I love him! I love little Alex Horne. He’s just so sweet! He’s a smiley face on a 
rainy day. A bunch of flowers in this hellhole. I loved him, and his sweet little 
face. We’re pack animals, and you get a bit lonely doing the tasks on your own. 
He’s always there for you.  

 

How did you get on with the others? 

We really got on well. In one of the prize tasks where we gave each other 
presents, we were like, “I love you!” It was adorable. And I loved our little team 
games. We totally bonded. Everyone had such a huge heart. The girls were just 
incredible, everyone was. And Victoria was absolutely bonkers. I loved 
everyone. Loved them. 

 

Does that mean you didn’t get very competitive?  

No! You can’t help but become competitive on this show. I think it brings out the 
worst in you in that way. At the start you’re like, “I’m just going to have fun,” but 
by the end of it you’re scrambling for half points. It’s just like school.  

 

Was there a division between the younger and the older contestants, or 
the men and the women? 

Greg was always going on about how old Victoria and Alan are, which is mean. 
And they’re not even old yet!  

 

Does your vanity have to be left at home when you take part in 
Taskmaster? 

Oh, yes, but I’m used to looking atrocious. Being a character actress, you leave 
your ego at home – or whatever’s left of it. So I wasn’t fazed about looking like 



an idiot, basically, if that’s what you’re asking. There was one day I had a 
friend’s birthday party on zoom the night before, so I turned up to the studio like, 
“I’m 38, I’m hungover, this is where I’m at.” It was so absurd and I just got the 
giggles watching myself being ridiculous doing ridiculous things. It’s satisfying 
in a way, because that was the stuff we were getting detention for at school. 
The laughter was maybe directed at my old school teachers, because I got the 
last laugh. 

Having said that, it’s been a year and a half since we got dressed up for anything 
because of lockdown, hasn’t it, so I went all guns blazing on the studio days 
like, “I’m dusting off my sexy boots!” 

 

Did you lose anything precious in the prize tasks? 

No. I lost my furry hat, though. I think I left it in that freezing cold house. Other 
than that, just my pride. I’m still smarting about Vic’s whisker. I put him through 
pain for that. I’ve even got a video of me plucking it. They could have said, “Well, 
that could be any old beard,” so I needed proof it was his.  

 

Talking of outfits, you wore a jumpsuit that said “just doing this now” on 
the back, which refers to your famous Natalie Cassidy impression. Did 
you get that done especially for the show?   

Ah, bless you! Thanks for noticing. It was made by this amazing lady called Fi 
Jones, she’s a good friend of mine. She loves That Sketch Show, and she said, 
“Let’s pop that on the back for the fans.” They’re the only ones that will get it. 
There’s not many of them. 

 

It’s a brilliant little easter egg for those of us who know and love it. Have 
you met Natalie? 

Only on live radio. Someone phoned her up whilst I was on there plugging my 
show. We had a chat, and it was lovely. She totally gets the joke. I’ve always 
had an infatuation with her anyway, she’s incredible. I never thought for one 
minute she would, but she’s the best sport. She’s got a big heart. She wasn’t 
fazed in the slightest. 


