
 

 
  

AL MURRAY JOINS FAMOUS FACES FROM ACROSS EUROPE TO ASK… 
“WHY DO THE BRITS WIN EVERY WAR?” 

 

NEW AND EXCLUSIVE TO SKY HISTORY THIS OCTOBER 
  

  
 

SKY HISTORY FOLLOWS AL MURRAY AND A STAR-STUDDED CAST TO EXPLORE BRITAIN’S MILITARY 
HISTORY AND UNCOVER THE TRUTH BEHIND SOME OF ITS DEFINING ‘VICTORIES’ 

 
STARTS WEDNESDAY 20TH OCTOBER AT 9PM (6x1HR) 

 
INTERVIEWS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 

Web: www.history.co.uk/shows/al-murray-why-do-the-brits-win-every-war 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/HISTORYUK 

Twitter: @SkyHISTORY 
#WhyDoTheBritsWinEveryWar 

 

http://www.history.co.uk/shows/al-murray-why-do-the-brits-win-every-war
http://www.facebook.com/HISTORYUK
https://twitter.com/historyuk?lang=en


 

 

2 

 

Al Murray and Sky HISTORY join a host of famous faces to uncover the truth behind Britain’s military past. Together 
with his alter ego The Pub Landlord, Al is on a quest to unpick the Great British psyche and understand whether the 
Brits are helped or hindered by their experiences in war.  
 
Joined by comedians and personalities from the UK and its closest neighbouring countries, Al will uncover whether 
Britain’s wartime record is all it’s cracked up to be and how regular harking back to Britain’s glory days is viewed by 
neighbours and ‘allies’.   
 
In each episode Al will tackle Britain’s relations with a different one-time military adversary, ranging from France and 
Germany to those who have occupied Britain before being unceremoniously ejected, such as the Romans and Vikings, 
the fairest of all fair-weather friends, the Americans and then a close look at the biggest British internal rivalry: 
Scotland versus England. 
 
Supporting Al Murray on his crusade to separate fact from fiction, and representing the adversarial nation or tribes 
examined in each episode, are (order correct at time of writing):  
 

• Much-loved TV personality Fred Sirieix - France and the Napoleonic Wars. 

• Germany’s (un)official comedy ambassador to the UK Henning Wehn - Germany and World War II. 

• Stand-up comedian Reginald D Hunter - America and the War of Independence.  

• Actor and comedian John Thomson with cultural historian Dr. Janina Ramirez - The Viking invasion of Britain. 

• Famed dancer and competition judge Bruno Tonioli - The Roman occupation of Britannia. 

• Actor, comedian and proud Glaswegian Sanjeev Kohli – Scotland versus England 
 
Along the way Al and his guests will uncover lesser-known aspects of Britain’s historic victories and challenge some of 
the myths surrounding some of its most infamous battles. 
 
Al Murray said: “Barely a day goes by in the UK without someone mentioning one war or another, so Sky HISTORY has 
asked me, with the help of some of the country’s friends – who used to be our enemies – to take a look at the trail of 
victory and defeat that leads us to the present day.”  
 
Famous for his multi-award-winning comedy creation ‘The Pub Landlord’, Al Murray studied History at Oxford 
University, has presented several successful history television programmes and co-hosts the hugely popular WW2 
history podcast: We Have Ways of Making You Talk.   

 
As The Pub Landlord put it: “This country is currently undefeated World War Champions of the World, fighting at all 
weights. We have a proud track record of defeating all comers, why we even had a war against the French that lasted 
One Hundred Years, the Hundred Years’ War, and the reason it lasted a century is we were enjoying winning it so much 
we spun it out for the full ton.  
 
“The Germans had two cracks at the world title, which you have to respect, but they came up short. The Americans 
think they defeated us, whereas what we were actually doing was dropping them before they became too much 
trouble: and look at what an excellent decision that was. A victory no doubt, whichever way you look at it.”  
 
The brand-new and exclusive six-part series Al Murray: Why Do the Brits Win Every War? premieres on Sky HISTORY 
on Wednesday 20th October at 9pm. Sky HISTORY is available on Sky 123, NOW, Virgin 270 and TalkTalk 327. All 

episodes will be available on catch up services. 
 
Produced by Avalon, this is the second series for Sky HISTORY featuring Al Murray; Why Does Everyone Hate the 
English? Premiered in October 2018 and remains the best-performing UK commission to air on the channel, also 
winning the “Broadcast Digital Award for Gamechanger Programme of the Year 2019”. 
 

https://thepublandlord.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fred_Sirieix
https://henningwehn.de/biog/
https://reginalddhunter.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Thomson_(comedian)
https://www.janinaramirez.co.uk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bruno_Tonioli
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanjeev_Kohli
https://wehavewayspod.com/


 

 

3 

 

Programme Information (order correct at time of writing) 
       
Napoleonic Wars         Wednesday 20th October, 9pm 
Al is joined by proud Frenchman Fred Sirieix to separate the fact from the fiction of the Napoleonic wars. Was the 
battle of Waterloo really a great British victory or did Napoleon score an own goal? Were Nelson’s tactics in the battle 
of Trafalgar genius or reckless? Were our troops the pick of Europe? Or did the French actually dance rings around 
us? Al and Fred grab their cannons (and pedalos) to find out. 
 
World War II         Wednesday 27th October, 9pm 
In this episode Al joins forces with German comedian Henning Wehn to delve deeper into the truth behind some 
WW2 myths. Taking to the skies, they explore whether the Spitfire really was the saviour of Britain that it was cracked 
up to be. The pair also dive under the waves to find the truth behind the famous enigma machine and get behind the 
controls of their own tanks to discover how the legend of German tank superiority might actually have come down to 
radios rather than armour plating.  
 
American War of Independence       Wednesday 3rd November, 9pm 
In this episode Al faces up to one of the world’s superpowers and the richest nation on Earth to discover how the 
former British colony of America somehow slipped through its fingers. Joining him to fight for his nation’s honour is 
comedian Reginald D. Hunter. Together, they explore how the frontiersmen of America used guerrilla tactics to outwit 
the British redcoats, how the most effective spy for the American army was a slave and turn their hands to firing the 
rockets that set fire to the White House. 
 
The Vikings          Wednesday 10th November, 9pm 
It’s 865 AD and the Great Heathen Army, the Vikings, have invaded Britain. Al takes up his sword to discover the truth 
behind how the Vikings were so successful in Britain. John Thomson represents the northern Viking horde as they 
explore the truth behind what Vikings really looked like, before they get ready for a Viking wedding. The pair delve 
into how these invasions started the north/south divide and set sail to discover the truth behind the Vikings’ fearsome 
battle prowess, with help from British cultural historian Dr Janina Ramirez. 
 
Roman Conquest         Wednesday 17th November, 9pm 
What did the Romans ever do for us? Well, they certainly put the Brits through their paces back in AD 43. Al is joined 
by ‘Caesar’ Bruno Tonioli to look at key battle tactics during the Roman Invasion. From wading through the waves in 
Roman armour, to seeing how hard it was to invade, to the power struggle the Celts went through to hold onto their 
identity and just how difficult it is to fire a catapult.   
 
Scotland versus England       Wednesday 24th November, 9pm 
In this episode Al meets ‘the Auld Enemy’, where bitter sibling rivalry is as strong today as it’s ever been. Joined by 
Sanjeev Kohli, Al visits Craufurdland Castle to explore the truth behind famous battles from the Wars of Scottish 
Independence. The pair don mighty (pedal powered) steeds to recreate the legendary axe attack from the battle of 
Bannockburn, claim independence for a town that’s switched sides too many times to mention, and explore just how 
effective ‘cow camouflage’ is when invading a castle. 
     
 

ENDS 
 
 

For more information please contact: 
 

Romin Mukadam at tpf / romin@tpf-london.com / 07828 309 007 
Dan Vaughan at tpf / danvaughan@tpf-london.com / 07753 222 064 

David Clifton / David.Clifton@aetn.co.uk / 07715 799 967 
 

mailto:romin@tpf-london.com
mailto:danvaughan@tpf-london.com
mailto:David.Clifton@aetn.co.uk
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Editor’s Notes  

• Clips, viewing materials and images to be provided on request   

• Images should be credited to A+E Networks UK and Sky HISTORY 

• Key art available on request 

• French episode screener available here | password: BRITISH 

• Interview access available depending on availability 

• Sky HISTORY website: www.SkyHISTORY.co.uk  

• Twitter: @SkyHISTORY  

• Facebook:  http://www.facebook.com/HISTORYUK  

• Sky HISTORY is available on Sky 123, NOW, Virgin 270 and TalkTalk 327 
 
 
About Sky HISTORY 
Sky HISTORY is the flagship brand of the A+E Networks UK portfolio which is made up of true crime channel Crime + 
Investigation; Sky HISTORY2 and free to air channel BLAZE. Sky HISTORY is available in the UK on Sky, Virgin Media, 
TalkTalk and on Sky’s streaming service NOW. www.SkyHISTORY.co.uk  
 
About A+E Networks UK 
A+E Networks® UK, a joint venture between Hearst and Sky, is a leading media network reaching 58 million homes 
across 100 countries. With our global portfolio of popular, high-performing and creative brands - HISTORY®, 
Crime+Investigation®, HISTORY2® and UK free to air BLAZE® - we have entertained and inspired audiences for over 20 
years; telling the stories that need to be told. Our award-winning factual and entertainment content includes global 
hit franchises like Forged in Fire and Born this Way, must see dramas Knightfall and Vikings as well as original local 
commissions including: Al Murray’s Why Does Everyone Hate the English and Murdertown with Katherine Kelly (UK), 
Married at First Sight (Africa) and The Hunt for Baltic Gold (Poland). We complement our programming with innovative 
talent-led exclusive digital content and top-rated podcasts. We currently partner with over 360 operators 
broadcasting throughout the Nordics, Benelux, Central Europe, the Middle East and Africa. We have offices in London, 
Warsaw, and Johannesburg. www.aenetworks.tv. 
 
About Avalon: 
Avalon is a multi-award-winning talent management, television production and live promotion group with offices in 
London, Los Angeles and New York. Avalon, Artist Rights Group (ARG) and The Agency represent a prolific roster of 
artists including comedians, actors, presenters, writers and directors. Avalon’s numerous ground-breaking returning 
television shows currently in production include: Not Going Out (BBC), the UK’s longest running sitcom on 
air; Taskmaster (Channel 4), the BAFTA-winning hit entertainment format showing in 100 countries; multi Emmy-
winner, Last Week Tonight with John Oliver (HBO); The Russell Howard Hour(Sky), the network’s most successful 
entertainment show launch since 2010; Starstruck, a new sitcom from the 2018 Edinburgh Comedy Award winner 
Rose Matafeo (HBO Max/BBC); Everything’s Gonna Be Okay, from creator Josh Thomas (Freeform); Breeders, a sitcom 
starring Martin Freeman and Daisy Haggard (FX/Sky); a new series of the iconic British satirical puppet show, Spitting 
Image(BritBox UK); and multiple comedy specials for Amazon Prime Video, HBO Max and Netflix. Other landmark 
Avalon shows include BAFTA winning and multi Emmy nominated Catastrophe (Amazon Prime Video/Channel 
4), Fantasy Football League (BBC/ITV), multi BAFTA-winning TV Burp(ITV), and Workaholics (Comedy Central USA). 
Avalon also distributes its catalogue of programmes to over 150 countries worldwide.  Avalon has produced many 
globally successful podcasts and is at the top of the UK iTunes chart with the multi-award-winning Shagged. Married. 
Annoyed by Chris and Rosie Ramsey. As a leading promoter of live comedy, Avalon produced Newman and Baddiel: 
Live at Wembley, the UK’s first arena comedy show; Jerry Springer: The Opera, the first West End show to win all four 
UK ‘Best New Musical’ awards; and has continued to produce and promote live shows globally, as well as promoting 
more winners and nominees of the prestigious Edinburgh Comedy Award than any other company. For Avalon news 
visit: www.avalonuk.com/press or follow @avalonent 
 

https://vimeo.com/598894980
http://www.skyhistory.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/historyuk?lang=en
http://www.facebook.com/HISTORYUK
http://www.skyhistory.co.uk/
http://www.aenetworks.tv/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/avalonuk.com/about-avalon/www.avalonuk.com/press__;!!LBP1Brw!iT4l2sEHlXs0Le_zfJO-3_GIupcq9rHlT8rBt4MuWCtFaz7dAP8cGGMepRhR_pxiVAD0hdCB3fU$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/twitter.com/avalonent__;!!LBP1Brw!iT4l2sEHlXs0Le_zfJO-3_GIupcq9rHlT8rBt4MuWCtFaz7dAP8cGGMepRhR_pxiVAD0McYDyjk$

