
 
 

TASKMASTER IS A MASSIVE HIT ACROSS THE NORDICS 
 

London – 23rd July – Following Norway’s original version of Taskmaster, ‘Kongen Befaler’’s winning Best Entertainment 

Show at the prestigious Golden Screen Awards 2020, Alex Horne’s comedy game show continues its international 

growth as local versions are a hit with audiences. Following ratings success, a second series of the award winning local 

version has been announced in Norway for Discovery, a fifth series has been ordered in Sweden for SVT, a fourth in 

Denmark for TV2, and a second series in Finland for MTV3. The news arrives as the UK-originated Emmy and triple 

BAFTA nominated show is set to premier in North America on The CW on 2nd August.  

 

Norway is in production for a second series of ‘Kongen Befaler’ (the king commands) which was announced by 

Discovery following its Best Entertainment Show win at the Golden Screen Awards 2020. Produced by Nordisk, its first 

series became one of the highest rating shows on the channel while on air last year. 

 

A fifth series of Sweden’s local version ‘Bäst I Test’ (best in test) has been ordered for SVT where it remains one of the 

highest rating shows in the country. Produced by Baluba, its fourth series is the most watched to date receiving more 

than a 50% share of viewers in a primetime slot, following its Programme of the Year win at the prestigious Kristallen 

2019.  

 

TV2 in Denmark has ordered a fourth series of ‘Stormester’ (grandmaster), produced by Metronome, following the 

success of its previous series which was one of the most watched shows on the channel’s on-demand service.  

 

Meanwhile, a second series of Finland’s local version ‘Suurmestri’ (grandmaster) has been ordered for MTV3, produced 

by Rabbit Films, where its first series saw it rank in the top ten most watched shows in the country after the first two 

episodes.  

 

Magnus Vatn, Program Director at Discovery Networks said: “Kongen befaler reaches a very wide audience and has 

become a program people watch together. With an average of over 500,000 viewers per episode and a Gullruten award 

for Best entertainment program, it was easy to decide to make another season” 

 

Markus Sterky, Programme Strategist, Programme Director’s Departmen for SVT said: "Taskmaster has been a great 

addition to SVT’s entertainment line-up, the celebration of sillyness and thinking outside the box has quickly established 

itself as one of our most loved programmes both in Broadcast and in our VOD service SVT Play. Finding a new family 

entertainment format that works so well is hard these days, but Taskmaster has proved it is possible". 

 



 
 
Anette Romer, Head of Acquisitions & Formats at TV2 Denmark said: “Taskmaster has been a great success with the 

Danish viewers, and we are really pleased to have just renewed Series 4. Its linear viewing is complemented by viewing 

on TV2 Play where it is enormously popular, outside local drama it is one of the most watched on-demand titles we are 

offering”. 

 

Kati Launiainen, Executive Producer of Domestic Commissions, MTV Oy said: “Suurmestari´s launch in Finland 

exceeded our predictions at MTV and our viewer expectations were doubled. It has been great and especially fun to 

work in this special world of Taskmaster and Finnish people have really embraced the show. We made an unusual 

launch with two episodes, because we felt that people staying at home needed something special now. We are happy 

to see how Taskmaster became one of the biggest shows in Finnish TV right from its launch”. 

 

Isobel Hughes, Director of Distribution, Avalon, added: “We're delighted that Taskmaster's fun and highly original 

format is resonating so well with primetime audiences in Sweden, Denmark, Finland and Norway.  We hugely 

appreciate the strong partnerships with the show’s excellent broadcast homes, SVT, TV2, MTV3 and TV Norge, and we 

are very happy to see the show continue to build on its success for all of them." 

 

Taskmaster, created by Alex Horne and produced and distributed by Avalon, is a triple BAFTA and Emmy Award 

nominated entertainment show that originated as a live show from the Edinburgh Festival Fringe. The all-powerful 

“Taskmaster”, with the help of his loyal assistant, sets out to test the wiles, wit and wisdom of five hyper competitive 

comedians through a series of strange and surreal challenges. With the chance to be crowned show champion, rivalry 

is encouraged, dodgy tactics rewarded and bribes accepted in what is the most hard-fought and ridiculous comedy 

entertainment formats on TV. 

 

The original Taskmaster programme and format combined has been sold into 106 countries, with 140 episodes of the 

format being made outside the UK including local versions of the show produced for VTM in Belgium, TVE in Spain, 

and TVNZ in New Zealand, and a second series for Discovery in Norway, a fourth series for TV2 in Denmark, as well as 

two brand new series for MTV in Finland, and an award-winning fifth series for STV in Sweden. 

 

Taskmaster was crowned Best Entertainment Programme at the Broadcast Awards (beating prime time hit shows 

Strictly Come Dancing, I’m A Celebrity… Get Me Out Of Here!, Love Island, The Voice UK, and All Round To Mrs. 

Brown’s). It was again nominated in the same category for 2020 and received a double nomination in 2019 for Best 

Entertainment Programme and Best Multichannel Programme. Most recently the show received it’s third BAFTA 

nomination for Best Comedy Entertainment Programme, an International Format Award for Best Returning Format 

and a TV Choice nomination for Best Entertainment in 2020. It has also received nominations for an International 

Emmy for Best Non-Scripted Entertainment, an RTS Award for Best Entertainment show, four consecutive 



 
 
Broadcasting Press Guild Awards for Best Entertainment Programme, double nominations at the Broadcast Digital 

Awards 2019 for Best Entertainment Programme and Gamechanger Programme. 

 

ENDS 

For more information please contact: 

Florrie Sheehan at Avalon – Fsheehan@avalonuk.com 

Dan Lloyd at Avalon – Dlloyd@avalonuk.com 

 

Notes to editors 

About Avalon: 

Avalon is a multi-award-winning talent management, television production and live promotion group with offices in 

London, Los Angeles and New York. 

 

The company represents a prolific roster of artists including comedians, actors, presenters, writers and directors and 

produces numerous ground-breaking television shows. Series currently in production include: Not Going Out (BBC), 

the UK’s longest running sitcom on air; Taskmaster (Channel 4), the hit entertainment format showing in 100 countries; 

multi Emmy-winner, Last Week Tonight with John Oliver (HBO); The Russell Howard Hour (Sky), the network’s most 

successful entertainment show launch since 2010; Starstruck, a new sitcom from the 2018 Edinburgh Comedy Award 

winner Rose Matafeo (HBO Max/BBC); Everything’s Gonna Be Okay, from creator Josh Thomas (Freeform); Breeders, 

a new sitcom starring Martin Freeman and Daisy Haggard (FX/Sky); The Iliza Shlesinger Sketch Show (Netflix); new 

series of the iconic British satirical puppet show, Spitting Image (BritBox UK);  and multiple comedy specials for Amazon 

Prime Video, HBO Max and Netflix. Other landmark Avalon shows include BAFTA winning and multi Emmy nominated, 

Catastrophe (Amazon Prime Video/Channel 4), Fantasy Football League (BBC/ITV), multi BAFTA-winning TV Burp (ITV), 

and seven seasons of Workaholics (Comedy Central USA). Avalon also distributes its catalogue of programmes to over 

150 countries worldwide. 

 

As a leading promoter of live comedy, Avalon produced Newman and Baddiel: Live at Wembley, the UK’s first arena 

comedy show; Jerry Springer: The Opera, the first West End show to win all four UK ‘Best New Musical’ awards; and 

has continued to produce and promote live shows globally, as well as promoting more winners and nominees of the 

prestigious Edinburgh Comedy Award than any other company. 

 

For Avalon news visit: www.avalonuk.com/press or follow @avalonent 
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