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GOOD NEWS FOR BBC TWO 

 “stupendously successful topical comedy show” 
Sharon Lougher, Metro 

 

“Quite the pan-generational sex symbol and rumpled comedy god these days; a huge TV star” 
Alison Graham, Radio Times 

 

“You can be sure that this cheeky chappie’s take on the week’s headlines will have you roaring with laughter.” 
TV Times 

 
“Howard is energetic, uncynical and, most importantly, very funny.” 

David Hayles, The Times 
 

“He knows how to cheer up a working week. Russ is topical comedy gold” 
Heat 

 
“Good News is a treat; a sillier version of Have I Got News for You” 

Radio Times 

 

Leaving BBC Three on a high after eight hugely successful series, it’s good news for BBC Two viewers.  

Welcoming the brand new series of Russell Howard’s Good News to the channel this autumn, BBC Three’s best 

performing entertainment series and one of the most watched shows on BBC iPlayer, will be making the big 

channel leap over to BBC Two this October with a nine-part primetime run. 

In the ninth series, RUSSELL will once again be offering his unique and quirky take on the week’s global 

headlines and bizarre news stories.  Sifting through over 60 international news channels, 140 newspapers from 

around the world and over a thousand news clips, no stone is left unturned in his pursuit of the weird and 

wonderful stories that have been dominating the press over the previous seven days.   

The show as always will include a mix of stand up and sketches, and to close the show, an inspirational and 

thought provoking tale to tug at the heartstrings.   

Recorded in front of a live studio audience, viewers at home can shape the show’s agenda by submitting news 

stories online via Twitter @bbcgoodnews. 

A busy year has seen RUSSELL embark on his brand new sell-out world tour Wonderbox, performing to over 

285,000 fans at 40 shows across the UK and Ireland, including four consecutive nights at London’s Royal Albert 

Hall, as well as sold-out runs in the USA, Australia and New Zealand.  Wonderbox is RUSSELL’s first live stand 

up show for three years and follows on from his three-times-extended 2011 tour Right Here, Right Now, which 

included three sold out dates at London’s O2 and saw RUSSELL perform to over 240,000 fans nationwide.  

Russell Howard’s Good News regularly trends globally on Twitter during each episode.  RUSSELL HOWARD has 

3 million fans on Facebook and alongside LEE EVANS, is the joint-third most searched for comedian on Google. 

Russell Howard’s Good News moves over to BBC Two this October 

For more information please contact: Lucy Plosker or Dan Lloyd at Avalon on  

0207 598 7222 lucyp@avalonuk.com / danl@avalonuk.co.uk 

mailto:lucyp@avalonuk.com
mailto:danl@avalonuk.co.uk
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NOTES TO EDITORS 
 

 Russell Howard’s Good News is BBC Three’s most successful entertainment 
show. 
 

 It was voted the ‘Best Ever BBC Three Show’ by Digital Spy users in 2013, taking 
the top spot ahead of Gavin and Stacey, Being Human and Little Britain.   
 

 In 2013 Russell Howard’s Good News aired for the first time in Australia, New 
Zealand and Denmark. 

 

 Series six saw Russell Howard’s Good News debut with its highest ever ratings to 
date in its new primetime slot at 9.00pm.  

 

 Russell Howard’s Good News is regularly the most watched show on iPlayer 
across all BBC Channels.  

 

 On Thursday 21st October 2010, immediately after Episode 1, Series 3, Russell 
Howard’s Good News became the number one trending topic on Twitter in the UK 
(the 4th in the world) and continued to trend for the next five series.  

 

 Every week Russell Howard’s Good News team search over 60 international news 
channels from across the world, read over 140 newspapers and watch over 1000 
news clips, with around 50 clips making the final show. 

 

 RUSSELL HOWARD has 3,000,000 fans on Facebook and 992,000 followers on 
Twitter and alongside LEE EVANS, is the joint-third most searched for comedian on 
Google. 

  
 His latest 2014 tour, Wonderbox - his biggest tour to date, saw him perform to over 

285,000 fans at 40 shows across the UK and Ireland, including four consecutive 
nights at London’s Royal Albert Hall and extended with a further eight arena 
shows in December of this year. 

 

 RUSSELL extended his 2014 Wonderbox tour across the world following over 
17,000 suggestions from his fans after he asked them via Facebook where they’d 
most like to see him perform. The extra sold out dates saw RUSSELL travel to New 
York, LA, San Francisco, Chicago, Washington DC, Denver, Sydney, Melbourne, 
Perth, Brisbane and Auckland. 

 

 His previous tour in 2011, Right Here, Right Now saw him perform to over 240,000 
fans across the country, including three sold out dates at London’s O2 arena. 

 

 RUSSELL HOWARD has three bestselling stand-up DVDs, 2011’s Right Here, Right 
Now, 2008’s Russell Howard Live and 2009’s Russell Howard Live – Dingledodies, 
which have sold over 528,000 DVDs and all been in the top 5 DVD comedy chart.  

 

 RUSSELL HOWARD’S first stand-up gig was in Bristol when he was 19 and at 
university. 
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 RUSSELL HOWARD’S fifth ever stand-up gig got him to the final of Channel 4’s So 
You Think You’re Funny. 

 

 In 2006 RUSSELL HOWARD was nominated for the Edinburgh Fringe Comedy 
Award for his show Wandering, which followed with a nationwide sell-out tour.  

 

 RUSSELL HOWARD has made 58 appearances on Mock The Week between 2006 
and 2010. 

 

 In addition to being a regular on Mock The Week, RUSSELL has twice featured on 
Live At The Apollo and appeared on Would I Lie To You (BBC One), Never Mind The 
Buzzcocks (BBC Two), and 8 Out 10 Cats (Channel 4). 

 

 In 2010 RUSSELL HOWARD took part in the Sport Relief Million Pound Bike Ride 
with DAVID WALLIAMS, JIMMY CARR, FEARNE COTTON, MIRANDA HART, 
PATRICK KIELTY and DAVINA McCALL – cycling 874 miles from John O’Groats to 
Land’s End in 4 days and raising over £1, 337.099.  

 

 In the same year RUSSELL HOWARD ran the London Marathon, raising money for 
the National Society for Epilepsy – a condition from which his brother suffers. He 
completed the 26 mile course in 4 hours and 15 minutes and raised over £7,000.  

 

 RUSSELL was voted Heat Magazine's "Weird Crush of the Year 2013". 
 

 In 2004 he was commissioned by BBC Radio 1 to write, sing and perform on the 
comedy series The Milk Run.  

 

 RUSSELL was one of several comedians picked as the best comedy talent from 
the 2005 Edinburgh Festival Fringe that recorded 10–15-minute spots for the 
Edinburgh and Beyond show (Paramount Comedy 1) in 2006.   
 

 From November 2006 to July 2008, RUSSELL co-hosted The Russell Howard Show 
(BBC 6 Music) with fellow comedian Jon Richardson in a Sunday morning slot 
previously hosted by Russell Brand. 
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